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Sahara team 
arrested 


HEE seven members of the Sahara protest team, who 

lave been surrounded by French armed police at 
the town of Po, were arrested by the French on Mon- 
day and driven back into Ghana where they were left. 
This followed the confiscation of the team’s loudspeakers 
en the previous Thursday. 

The seven men are attempting to reach the French nuclear 
testing grounds at Reggan, in the Sahara, in order to make a 
peaceful protest, 

The team broadcast to citizens of Po over the loudspeakers 
en Boxing Day. They were then warned that it was against 
the law to use loudspeakers without a permit. If they con- 
tinued to do so prohibitive action, such as the cutting off of 
their water supplies, might be taken against them. 
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The following Sunday the team again broadcast over the 
loudspeakers, and the French police later confiscated the 
equipment, 

At the same time team-leader Michael Scott was informed 
that the message the team had sent to the President of the 
Upper Volta, requesting passage through the territory, could 
not be answered as authority for this remained with the 
French Government. Then, on Monday, the team was 
arrested. 


OUTSIDE THE EMBASSY 


Pierre Martin, a former member of the Sahara-bound 
team who has been fasting outside the French Embassy in 
Accra, ended his fast at noon on Monday. There was then 
an impromptu service in the street with Father Arthur 
Howarth, a British priest, and two members of the Ghana 
cabinet, Finance Minister Gbedemah and Minister of State 
Welbeck, Prime Minister Nkrumah sent Pierre Martin a 
personal message of thanks and good wishes for his action. 


Explaining one of the reasons for his fast, Pierre Martin 
said: ‘“‘I wanted the African people to know that all French- 
men are not behind this dreadful experiment—to see that 
there's a difference between the people of France and the 
Government of de Gaulle.” 

Pierre Martin has received several messages of support for 
his action, and some people in France and Britain have fasted 
in sympathy with him, 

In Paris the Federation of Students of Black Africa have 
eabled the President of the Upper Volta protesting at the 
arrests. 

Telegrams expressing solidarity with the team have also 
been sent from France to the French Commandant at Po. 


‘RHE War on Want international exhibition opens at 


the Central Hall, Westminster, on Saturday week, 
January 16, 


It will demonstrate “ the efforts of Western nations towards 
the areas of rapid social change.” 

After the first day the exhibition will be open in London 
from January 18-23. Later it is hoped to arrange a nation- 
wide tour. 

Speakers from the three largest political Parties gave the 
exhibition their personal support ata press conference on Tues- 
day. Mr. Mark Bonham Carter said that the man who smokes 
20 cigarettes a day spends £10 more in a year on smoking than 
100,000,000 people have to live on. 

War on Want was started in 195{ to educate people on 
the needs of the under-developed countries, but when people 
sent money, direct aid was added to the programme. At pre- 
sent not one penny of money collected is spent on staff, though 
rapidly growing activities may not make this possible much 
longer. The Hon. Director is Frank Harcourt-Munning, War 
on Want Trust, 9 Madeley Road, Ealing, London, W.5. 

Next week’s Peace News will be a special enlarged issue 
ea want, waste and abundance. 


Tents up and names down! Katherine Duthie and Chris Charmon were two of the demon- 
strators arrested in the non-violent action at Harrington missile base last Saturday. 
Photo: Austin Underwood 


A QUALITY OF SERIOUSNESS 


By Alan Lovell 


AST year at Swaffham 46 people were 
arrested for blocking the entrance to 
the rocket base. This year at Harring- 
ton 80 people were arrested for trying 
to do the same. 


The increase in the number of people who, rather 


than co-operate with preparations for nuclear 
war, were prepared to go to jail is an indica- 
tion of the growing seriousness of the cam- 
pagn against nuclear war. 


There were more people on the supporting march 


than at Swattham. And, most welcome of all, 
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament organ- 
ised a march past the base to show the Cam- 
paign’s respect for those people who felt, in 
conscience, that they must act in this way. 


The spirit of non-violence and cheerfulness which 


has become the central characteristic of the 
Direct Action Committee’s demonstrations was 
maintained. And thanks to the careful pre- 
parations of the emergency leaders of the Com- 
mittee (aided tremendously by Austin Under- 
wood) the whole event was planned and 
orderly. 


* 


These were the demonstration’s successes. There 


were also failures. Of these, the most important 
was the demonstration’s failure to act out the 
values it stood for. 


At the second Swaffham action last year, the sight 


of people lying in front of lorries, being car- 
ried off by the police and then returning was a 
superb dramatisation of resistance to nuclear 
preparations. The sight of people standing in 
front of a barbed wire fence some distance 
from the rocket base and then being arrested 


for pitching tents on the highway did not have 
the same dramatic value. 


Part of the reason for this was the careful pre- 


cautions the police had taken. But in taking 
these precautions the police made it obvious 
that they are a direct extension of the military 
machine, 


A consequence of this should be that at future 


demonstrations there should not be any active 
co-operation with the police. Merely walking 
to a police van when arrested encourages the 
belief that the police are neutral. Non-co- 
operation (probably in the form of sitting and 
refusing to move when arrested) will make it 
clear what role the police are playing. 


* 


More attention must obviously be paid to the func- 


tion of supporters’ demonstrations. Too often 
at Harrington, supporters looked as if they 
were spectators at some kind of entertainment. 
Absolute silence during the demonstration (or 
at least for a period) would heighten the signi- 
ficance of the action and involve supporters 
more deeply. 


Non-violent protests of the Swaffham and Harring- 


ton kinds are a highly experimental field of 
action. It is inevitable that a great deal will 
be Jearned on each occasion. In this sense the 
failures are an important part of the demon- 
strations. 


By the side of the courage and selflessness of the 


demonstrators the failures are minor. Eighty 
people have treated the problem of nuclear war 
with the exact seriousness it deserves. If they 
have taught us a lesson it is that we should 
take this quality of seriousness into all our 
political and social actions. 
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THE DARK SIDE OF THE MOON 


Alan Lovell reviews 


The Savage Eye. Contemporary Films. 


Now showing at the Curzon Cinema, London. 


DESPITE economic crises, two world wars, concentration camps, nuclear 

weapons, we still retain much of the optimism of the nineteenth century. 
By now this optimism has degenerated into the facile glibness of people with 
something to sell; from Mr. Macmillan’s ‘‘ You never had it so good” to the 
washed, happy and well dressed, anxiety free, people created by the adver- 


tisers. 


We do not like to be reminded of the 
uglicr facts of existence, of loneliness and 
suffering, pain and boredom. One of the 
functions of the direct action projects has 
been to dramatise this other side—to show 
behind the shiny technology of the missiles 
the threat of death and hideous suffering 
for millions of people. 


On a different level this is what “ The 
Savage Eye” sets out to do. A _ young 
woman, just divorced, arrives in Los An- 
geles to live on her alimony. The shock of 
her husband's betrayal has numbed her. 
She passes her days desperately trying to 
kill boredom, shopping, in the beauty par- 
lour, in a bar, or playing cards. They pro- 
vide no escape; at all of them she is aware 
of lonely desperate people like herself. 


She has an affair with a married man, 
mainly in an effort to revenge herself on 
the world. They go to wrestling matches, 
strip tease shows, new year parties trying 
to amuse themselves. Finally she is in- 
volved in a car crash and badly hurt. Her 
physical recovery from this accident is 
paralleled by her mental discovery as she 
realises that if nothing else does, suffering 
unites human beings. 

All the sequences were shot live in Los 
Angeles. Taken together they present a 


ing church. Hundreds of people pile into 
the church for the ministers to bless them 
and relieve them of their pain. The 
camera merely records what happens. We 
are made to realise how phoney these 
ministers are, how the whole process has 
become a meaningless ritual which exploits 
pain and suffering in the name of religion, 


The total effect of the film is emphasised 
by its style, which is harsh with a news- 
reel-like quality. The feeling of immediacy 
that the newsreel style creates makes us 
feel that we are seeing the world direct and 
not as it is interpreted by a writer or 
director. This visual style is counter- 
pointed by the commentary which is in the 
form of a dialogue between the woman and 
her conscience. The dialogue is poetic 
with echoes of Dylan Thomas’s poetry. 
This is the right kind of style; its weakness 
is that it is often a parody of Dylan 
Thomas, with a rather pretentious intellec- 
tual meaninglessness. 


The weakest part of the film is the final 
sequence which tries to express a qualified 
optimism. The blood transfusion is a good 
symbol for the common human bond of 
suffering. But the final symbol of the boy 
and girl wandering across the beach is sen- 
timental and badly handled and not neariy 


FAITH HEALING 


terrifying picture of the world we live in. 
Two of them stand out. The first is the 
wrestling match. Of the actual wrestlers 
themselves, only enough is shown to reveal 
how brutal the sport is. The rest is devoted 
to the spectators as they express their 
savagery and violence. One suddenly has 
a terrifying glimpse of the kind of violence 
that people live with, which they usually 
manage to repress but which all the time 
threatens to overwhelm them. 


The second sequence is in a faith heal- 


“| renounce war and I will never 
support or sanction another ” 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 
DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 
6, Endsleigh Street London, W.C.1 


strong enough to stand against the rest of 


the film. 


The earlier images of lonely people, lust- 
ful people, cruel people, injured people 
keep coming back to one’s mind. In the 
end they are not images of despair. In 
recognising the boredom, death, pain and 
loneliness, one also recognises one’s own 
common humanity and one’s responsibili- 
ties. “The Savage Eye” belong to that 
tradition of art of which Alex Comfort has 
written, “The romantic ideology of art is 
the ideology of that responsibility, a re- 
sponsibility born out of a sense of victim- 
hood, of community in a hostile universe, 
and destined like Prometheus its central 
creation, to be the perpetual advocate and 
defender of Man against Barbarism, com- 
munity against irresponsibility, life against 
homicidal and suicidal obedience.” 


Photos: 


Contemporary Films. 


Quakers in the House of Commons 


By Robert Davis 


Many people believe that “ Quaker” 


is synonymous with 


“ pacifist.” Robert Davis 


explains here some of the issues involved. The writer is Chairman of the Society 
of Friends’ Peace Committee, but contributes this article in his individual capacity. 


N a recent issue of Peace News 


the statement was made that none of 


the four members of the present House of Commons who are Quakers or 


attenders at Friends’ meetings is a pacifist. 


That may well be true if the 


word pacifist is understood to mean a person who, on religious or moral 
grounds, refuses under any circumstances to participate in war or in prepara- 


tion for war. 


From its inception about 300 years ago 
the Society of Friends has consistently 
maintained its testimony that all war is 
contrary to the spirit and teaching of 
Christ. In the year 1660 when suspected 
of subversive activity the Society issued a 
Declaration to King Charles II that “ the 
Spirit of Christ by which we are guided 

and which leads us into all truth, 
will never move us to fight a war against 
any man with outward weapons, neither 
for the Kingdom of Christ, nor for the 
Kingdom of this world.” 


Over and over again since that time that 
position has been maintained even in times 
of world crisis such as World Wars I and 
Il. Our Yearly Meeting declared in 1916 
that “war involves the surrender of the 
Christian ideal and a denial of human 
brotherhood” and again in 1944, “in this 
tense situation we affirm our conviction 
that there is One that speaketh to the 
world’s condition, and that His love guides 
our feet into the way of peace.” 


But we are not content with making pro- 
nouncements of this kind: in all our meet- 
ings in this country our members are chal- 
lenged at regular intervals with the query, 
“Are you faithful in maintaining our testi- 
mony against all war as inconsistent with 
the spirit and teaching of Christ ?’’ There 
is no Confessional in the Society: each one 
is left to search his own heart and con- 
science on this and other matters of Chris- 
tian behaviour. Who amongst us has not 
to acknowledge, time and time again, a 
sense of shortcoming? ‘Our reach ex- 
ceeds our grasp.” 


* 


It must also be said that almost invari- 
ably when someone applies for membership 
in the Society he (or she) is asked if he 
accepts the Peace Testimony. There must 
be few, if any, members of the Society who 
would deny that war is contrary to the 
spirit and teaching of Christ, but there are 
some who fecl that, in this very imperfect 
and sinful world, situations arise when the 
Christian ethic is irrelevant and cannot be 
applied. Some of our members who felt 
like that in 1914 and 1939 cither resigned 
or offered to resign, and action which, in 
itself, is a tribute to their honesty and to 
their sense of disloyalty to the Society. 


There are those outside our membership 
who think of us in terms of a Peace 
Society : that is a wrong conception. We 
are, first and foremost, a community of 
Christian men and women for whom the 
peace witness is integral to our under- 
standing of the Gospel of Christ, and by 
peace we mean not only the renunciation 
of war but a way of life and reconciling 
action “that takes away the occasion for 
war. * 


We hold within our fellowship of wor- 
ship and service a number whose minds 
are in a state of tension regarding the 
Peace Testimony: they are not fully clear. 
Whilst accepting its Christian basis they are 
unable unreservedly to commit themselves 
to its implementation under any circum- 
stances. Yet, for them, the Society of 
Friends is their spiritual home. Who are 
we to deny others the opportunity of join- 
ing with the rest of us in the search for 
deeper insight for growth in understanding 
the mind of the Spirit ? 


NEW YORK AREA_US.A CO. SERVICE ¢ 
METROPOLITAN BOARD FOR CONSCIEN- 
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ILLEGAL 


ACTION 


HE Press conference last week which announced the final plans for the 
week-end’s demonstrations at Harrington was very interesting. 


There were no_ hostile questions 
from the press, and they obviously 
had a pretty clear idea of what the 
Direct Action Committee’s plans and 
principles were. 


As well as members of the (second) 
Committee, Canon Collins of the Cam- 
paign for Nuclear Disarmament was also 
there, and he was encouraging, too. 


After pointing out that the Campaign 
was committed 1o constitutional action 
only (“we don't, at present, believe in 
illegal techniques’), he added that he was 
“ prateful”’ that the Direct Action Com- 
mittee existed so as to bring together 
people who did believe in civil disobedi- 
ence. 


Canon Collins assured the press that he 
believed in direct action in South Africa, 
where people didn't have the vote, but the 
Situation was different in democratic 
Britain. 


Though I find it hard to see the connec- 
uon between voting and getting rid of 
Britain’s nuclear weapons, I can’t help re- 
membering that since the October Election 
the Campaign has been ominously silent 
about its own way forward. 

I've no doubt Canon Collins and the 
Top People on the Campaign Executive are 
thinking about these problems, but don’t 
they think they could share their thoughts 
with some of us rank-and-filers ? 


It's a bit frustrating to hear all this faith 
in the British vote in a vacuum. 


With best wishes 


y™M afraid you won't believe this. 
These two pictures were actually 
Christmas Cards. Quite honestly, 
The top one was inside an RAF card. 
On the front was the insignia with the 
lettering “Royal Air Force Station, Drif- 


SUMMIT 


WE have just received 

a further contribu- 
tion which brings the total 
of the Peace Pledge Union 
Headquarters Fund over 
the £1,250, which was our 
aim for 1959, I want to 
send to all who have con- 
tributed during the year 
our very real appreciation 


tina 


of their help and encouragement, Although 
we could not haye reached the summit 
without the help of several substantial gifts, 
we should still be below our aim had it not 
also been for the many who have contri- 


buted smaller amounts. The larger and 
smaller contributors will each and all appre- 
ciate what the others have done, and we at 
Headquarters thank all concerned for an- 
other fine achicvement, 


So with confidence again justified and 
encouragement renewed, we begin at the 
bottom once more to build up Headquarters 
Fund for 1960, for the work of the Peace 
Pledge Union never stops, nor the need of 
the money to finance it. 

if, therefore, you have not given any- 
thing to Headquarters Fund in 1959, you 
can make up for it now and be quite sure 
that you will share in the achievement for 
1960, when we too will be going to the 


summit. 
STUART MORRIS, 
General Secretary. 
Our aim for 1959: £1,250, 
Amount received to date: £1,260. 


Donations to the Peace Pledge Union, 
which are used for the work of the PPU, 
Should be sent marked “ Headquarters 
Fund,” to the PPU Treasurer at Dick Shep- 
pard House, Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. 


field.” The motto underneath read “ Strong 
Foundations,” 

Inside was this picture of the missile. A 
statement opposite proudly announced: 


“The first strategic missile to be fired by 
the Royal Air Force, Launched by Drif- 
field crew at Vandenberg Air Force Base.” 


Driffield, in Yorkshire, is of course one 
of the bases for Britain’s Thor intermediate 
range nuclear missiles. 


They can kill 3,000,000 people each. 
Even on Christmas Day. 

The lower picture shows a Thunderbird 
rocket. It was the centrepiece in a Christ- 


mas Card sent from the British Embassy in 
Warsaw. (How the West loves to show 
itself in the worst possible light !) 

Opposite there was the brief message: 
“With best wishes for Christmas and the 
New Year.” 


And Jesus wept, 


African picture 


WHEN Bayard Rustin was in 

London on Christmas Eve, he 

Was pressed to give his usual full-scale 
interpretation of events, 


And we got in return a very broad pic- 
ture of the protest against French nuclear 
tests in Africa, which Bayard had just left. 

One thing that stood out was the import- 


ance of developing a massive African move- 
ment against modern militarism—and not 
simply encouraging support for the inter- 
national protest team now being led by 
Michael Scott. 

Here is Bayard speaking on Ghana: 

“ft am not at all sure that vehicles 
should be used in non-violent demonstra- 
tions, as people on the other side can re- 
gard them as lethal weapons. 

“Ten days, moreover, is not a long 
enough period to acquaint people with non- 
violence when they have to face men with 
machine-guns. Six weeks at least is 
needed. We had tended to train men for 
extremes, but we should also have trained 
them for simplicity, patience and doing 
nothing. 

“On the political level the important 
thing is that there is a grave conflict be- 
tween the Convention People’s Party and 
the United Party, and the only thing on 
which I know they have co-operated in 
years is this project. 

“The Chairman of the UP gave £20 at 
what was essentially a CPP rally where 
funds were being raised. Even though 
there was disagreement between the Parties, 
the Opposition people could not be left out 
of co-operating with this project. This 
shows the fantastic political sentiment in 
the country that this test should not be 
held. 

“There are many problems for people 
who believe in non-violence. For example, 
the various groups like the CPP have their 
own objectives and reasons for getting into 
the campaign. The question of how you 
proceed through this morass is difficult. 
Much more time is needed to get going. 
But the project was indeed non-violent and 
the team itself finally determined all 
strategy. 

“We had many, many sessions with all 
the 35-odd volunteers, lectures were given, 
non-violent problems were examined, etc. 
Out of all this I think we have some 10 or 
15 people now in Ghana who for the first 
time really understand the philosophy of 
non-violence, and these people are them- 
selves constantly speaking and building a 
non-violent movement in Ghana. 

“*T now see it,’ said one person, ‘ and 
if Ghana attempts to make nuclear 
weapons our first obligation is to fight 
that.’ 

“When some volunteers were finally told 
that they had to go back, they said: ‘ This 
group is on the border holding the front, 
but we are not separated from them be- 
cause our main job is to build a non- 
violent society in Ghana, and we can do 
that wherever we are.’ 

“We were not able to see either from 
New York or London how difficult it was 
going to be, both to operate politically and 
to assemble the materials. We won 
through, but we must recognise that if you 
are going to operate on another continent 
you have to have people there long in 
advance. 


Refugees’ spokesman 


NEAR Mozart's Salzburg is a re- 

fugee camp. In it lives a young 

girl who was born in Buchenwald concen- 

tration camp. She has spent her entire life 
in refugee camps, 

Next Wednesday BBC TV is showing a 
film, “ Mission to No-Man’s Land,” featur- 
ing the film star Yul Brynner. 

What has this hero of the Old Testament 
got to do with refugee camps? As a 
matter of fact, for a long time he has taken 
a deep personal interest in the plight of 
Europe’s refugees—he gave his services free 
for this film, 

At the moment he is undertaking an 
extensive tour of European camps, where 
many of the refugees have lived in so- 
called temporary accommodation since the 
end of the war, forlornly waiting for an 
opportunity to start their lives afresh in 
new lands, 

But for a number of reasons—often ill- 
ness—they are denied visas, And it’s not 
many people who are prepared to help 


them. 
—Phyz 
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By Sybil Morrison 


INTELLIGENT 
CHOICE 


No law, apart from a Lawgiver, is a 
proper object of reverence. It is mere 
brute fact; and every living thing, still 
more every person exercising intelligent 
choice, is its superior —William Temple. 
“* Nature, Man and God.” 

M71ITH so many friends in prison at 

this time is it natural to give 
thought to the word “freedom,” 
which has for so long defied definition 
and inspired poet, writer and orator 
to some of ihe richest phrases in the 
English language. 

Freedom is not simply a mental or a 
physical state; it is an immediate experi- 
ence, and is part of human living accepted 
and taken for granted by the fortunate. 
Whether or not to go to the theatre, call 
on a friend, buy a book, write a letter, or 
take a walk are decisions that must be 
thought about precisely because there is 
freedom to do any of them at any time. 
Without that freedom, thought must run in 
totally different channels, and it is exactly 
that which is unexpectedly hard to deal 
with in prison. 

Those members of the Direct Action 
Committce and others who took part in the 
Harrington demonstration were free to 
make a choice; in pursuit of a cause they 
have chosen imprisonment, but that is not 
the end, and they have still to deal with 
their own reaction to loss of freedom. 

For them it may be said that “stone 
walls do not a prison make” since, if they 
wished, they could be outside those walls, 
not inside. Nevertheless, for the time that 
they exist behind those high, grim, stone 
walls, living in cells where the clang of 
slammed steel doors daily vibrates in their 
ears and senses to inform them of the 
totally different pattern imposed upon their 
thoughts, it may well be that the physical 
loss of freedom is the most dominating 
factor. 

The belief in their cause must, of course, 
be sustaining at moments, but in each long 
day “like a year, a year whose days are 
long,” there is a soul-destroying tedium 
which, perhaps, has to be experienced to be 
fully comprehended. 

My own main recollection of prison is 
not paramountly of physical hardships, of 
which there are plenty, but the destructive 
boredom of useless work, the long lagging 
moments when the whole thing became 
suddenly the most bitter, the most horrible 
waste; and it was difficult then to be up- 
lifted with the thought that what I had 
done was because of my conviction that I 
could do no other. 

It is easy to talk in flamboyant terms 
about freedom of choice, and to imagine a 
man or woman who has chosen prison, 
either as a protest, or by refusing conscrip- 
tion, or war regulations, or continuing to 
speak out against war during a war, being 
always sustained and encouraged by a sense 
of the good inherent in suffering for a 
cause. < 

Those moments when the flame of the 
spirit burns brightly, and warms the cold, 
bleak cell, the tedious workroom, the 
dreary treadmill of exercise in the grey 
prison yard, the hard bed and rocky pillow, 
and the cruelly locked handle-less steel 
door, are often few, and sometimes very 
hard to induce. Yet this is what many have 
chosen, not only to-day, but in the past, 
for conscience sake. 

In the present situation there are some 
who have not chosen this way; who see 
nuclear weapons as part of the “total 
immorality” of war, who believe that if 
war had not given birth to nuclear weapons 
it would still be totally immoral, and that 
until it is itself discarded there will be no 
freedom from the tyranny of totally des- 
tructive weapons. 

Man has become imprisoned by his own 
monstrous inventions, and his own in- 
grained belief in the method of war; when 
those “‘stone walls” and “iron bars” go 
down before the eventual uprising of 
rational and moral renunciation of war, 
then the exercising of “intelligent choice ” 
will have brought about the long desired 
freedom from war’s intolerable tyranny. 
The means towards that end must be under- 
taken, and will be undertaken, by each one 
in the light of his own conscience. 
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* Summit’ series 


FPYHE only point of real value which has emerged from 
the Paris NATO Council and Western “ Summit ” con- 
ferences is the general acceptance that there is to be not 
one but a series of East-West ‘“ Summit” meetings. The 
importance of the point lies in the fact that the prospect 
of much that is worth while resulting from the May 
meeting is decidedly poor. 


Therefore, if at the end of these talks failure had to be 
admitted, and we were to revert to conditions in which 
the difficult process of bringing the East-West leaders 
together again had to be started all afresh, the risk of 
the third world war becoming reality before the achieve- 
ment of further relaxation would be horribly intensified 
—whereas with a series of conferences it is always pos- 
sible to push fundamental disagreement more or less out 
of sight and to stress some minor point of agreement 
while hoping for better luck next time. 


The final communiqué issued at the end of the Paris con- 
ferences is itself an example in point. It said nothing 
of the head-on clash between the Americans and the 
French, nor of the discontent of the smaller Powers with 
regard to Big Two or Big Three “ high-handedness ” in 
policy and programme decisions, but it contained a pious 
announcement of the collaboration to be achieved in 
aiding the world’s under-developed areas. 


It concealed the inconvenient fact that agreement could not 
even be reached on the agenda for the East-West 
“Summit” meeting by making a virtue of its absence— 
the truth being that Britain and America are willing to 
entertain the idea of certain modifications in the Berlin 
régime, whilst Chancellor Adenauer, enjoying on this 
point President de Gaulle’s support, will not even look 
at anything that could imply recognition of the East 
German Government. 


Nuclear tests 


HE East-West agreement to suspend nuclear explosions 

ran out with the end of the year. The Americans are 
therefore within their rights in the announcement that 
they may resume them. But that they should have made 
this announcement within a fortnight of the date when 
the Geneva conference of scientists is due to re-assemble 
in order to find means of discovery and control of sub- 
terranean nuclear explosions (in the effort to abolish 
them) is quite inconsistent with the professed desire for 
the success of the Geneva conference. It looks like the 
intentional dropping of a brick, intended to let the 
Russians know that they must accept the Western con- 
trol conditions. 

In cold logic these conditions are justifiable, but psycho- 
logically they amount to something which no Russian 
can be imagined willing to accept until a great deal of 
progress has been made towards mutual confidence. 
Little by little should be the watchword at Geneva, as 
in all other East-West endeavours for better relations. 


The restriction of nuclear experiments and abolition of 
nuclear weapons is vital not only as between the West 
and the Soviets. It is equally important for the estab- 
lishment of the moral authority needed to act against 
the gradual spread of world-destroying forces. 


To begin with, the whole case against President de Gaulle’s 
Sahara explosion goes by the board if, instead of using 
restraint, those who already possess atomic and nuclear 
weapons develop them further; and, beyond this, further 
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development is bound to have its gradual effects on the 
spread of knowledge and the means of possession until. 
in the end, destructive power greater than any hitherto 
used anywhere will come into the hands of many people 
—among whom there will for a certainty be some whose 
sense of world responsibility it would be madness to 
trust. There is neither guarantee nor even probability 
that the Gotterdammerung spirit which activated Hitler 
will never again come to rule some other mob-rousing 
individual. 


Anti-semitism 


NLY innocents will be surprised at the revolting news 

of the recrudescence of anti-semilic smears and slogans 
in Germany, and only the most idiotically self-compla- 
cent amongst us will shut their eyes to the fact that anti- 
semitism exists also in Britain—-though, thank heavens, 
not quite so virulently as in Germany. 


There, its re-appearance is easy to understand. There has 


never been a military occupation—and can never be one 
except in a primitive country with very few inhabitants 
—in which the occupying Power does not have to make 
use of the existing machinery of administration and to 
employ many of the ex-enemy’s civil servants. The most 
flagrant cases of political and mental unsuitability may 
be weeded out, and though these may amount to thou™~ 
sands, there will always remain a considerable number 
who, even if they try, cannot adjust their minds to 
different ideas. 


When we hear that the Federal Republic’s judiciary and 


administration is full of ex-Nazis we ought not to be 
surprised. If their Nazism was superficial, as in many 
cases it may have been, the new ideology they now pro- 
fess is not of necessity any deeper-rooted. Less deeply 
rooted, almost for a certainty, than the old dislike of the 
Jew which existed long before Hitler whipped it up to 
frenzy. 


Centuries ago that dislike had the excuse, for what it was 


worth, of religious convictions. In recent times it has 
rarely had a foundation other than that of envy of the 
more successful and dislike of physical characteristics. 


But there is one factor for which the Jew must be blamed: 


he refuses to be assimilated, resists intermarriage with 
the people among whom he lives, and insists upon a way 
of life alien to those who have welcomed him to their 
land. In its combined effect this means that his Jewish- 
ness does not amount to a mere and wholly legitimate 
difference of religion, but to the existence of an alien 
culture within the community. And it is this that makes 
for bad blood. 


Before leaving the subject [ must however add that these 


considerations apply mostly to Britain and America. 
Germany, where the Jews are far more assimilated, has 
none of the excuses which mitigate the anti-semitism of 


certain parts of London, New York and other British 
and American towns. 


Boycott dangers 


HE importance of the TUC’s decision, reported in last 

week's Peace News, to issue an appeal to all members 
of the trade union movement and to the public to back 
a consumer's boycott of South African goods is consider- 
able. It would be hard to think of a more telling means 
of showing the South African Government what we think 
of their apartheid provisions, which are so abominable 
that the Germans’ new anti-semitism seems almost a 
minor misdeed in comparison. 


But there are dangers in such a boycott. The first one is 


that the very South African workers for whose sake this 
practical protest is to be made may become the first 
victims of it through loss of employment. Exports have 
to be packed, put on rail, unloaded at the port and re- 
loaded into ships—all of which work is done by coloured 
people even in those cases where they have no part 
whatever of a semi-skilled kind in their production. 


Next, if South African exports are hit by the boycott, South 


Africa must restrict her imports from Britain--and then 
the British worker will feel the draught. The employers 
in South Africa may even welcome additional misery for 
the coloured people, in the expectation that they will 
become “easier to handle.” This kind of reasoning has 
often appealed to Big Business in the past. 


The Middle East 


F we were not fully used to scares on a bigger scale, the 

reports about growing friction between Persia and Iraq 
would be disquieting. In iraq Communist influence is 
on the increase, partly in natural internal growth and 
partly as the direct result of hostility against Egypt. 
Persia, on the other hand, is turning more to the West. 
Iraq's pro-Communism, incidentally, is not pro-Russian 
but pro-Chinese—a fact worth noting because it ties up 
with the observation that China’s main external effort of 
penetration policy seems directed upon Africa. 


The trouble between Persia and Iraq is, at least ostensibly, 


the usual one of incidents along a badly defined frontier. 
General Kassem claims that Iraq was forced to cede a 
strip of land, about three and a half miles in width, to 
Persia just before the war. In actual fact there has never 
been a time when the two countries were in full agree- 
ment about the demarcation line between them. Within 
the last two weeks both Governments have sent troops 
into the disputed area, and Britain is interested in the 
issue because the flow of oil from the great Persian 
refinery at Abadan will be endangered if there is any 
actual fighting. 


Not to be out of the picture where Middle-East trouble is 


concerned, Aden reports that Imam Ahmed, the auto- 
cratic ruler of Yemen, is turning anti-Communist and 
anti-British at the same time. It may be remembered that 
Britain is trying to build up a federation between the 23 
sheikdoms of the Aden Protectorate. Naturally, Moscow 
dislikes the idea and the dislike is shared by Imam 
Ahmed, who wants to be the overlord over the lot. 


It is this that accounts for Imam Ahmed’s anti-Britishness. 


But as he is equally opposed to becoming dependent on 
Russia, he is also anti-Russian—after having accepted 
Russian arms. In other words, he wants to remain un- 
committed. The situation is not likely to lead to trouble 
between the Soviets and London, but the Imam is certain 
to continue to be a nuisance to both. 
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25 million a year 


HINA’S population is about to pass 
the 700,000,000 mark, 
This appears from a study made by Dr. 


THIS IS YOUR WORLD 


Military rule started in Laos on January 3 
pending appointment of a new Cabinet 
Associated Press reported from Vien. 
tiane, 


The UN Disarmament Commission of {0 is 
to meet on March 15 in Geneva, 


S. Chandrasekhar, director of the Indian 
Institute for Population Studies. 

The population a year ago was 
673,000,000, he estimates, and at least an- 
other 25,000,000 must be added for 1959. 

The study is presented in lectures deliv- 
ered at Hong Kong University last 
summer, ‘“China’s Population” (Oxford 
University Press, 6s.). 


A Church condemnation 


YHE detention without trial of 
African nationalist leaders in the 
Rhodesian Federation was condemned 
last week by the Christian Council of 
Northern Rhodesia. 

It is an “offence to the Christian con- 
science,” said their statement issued on 
December 31. 

“The existence,” the Council added, “ of 
legislation, either territorial or federal, which 
involves discriminatory practices on the 
ground of race or colour is equally to be 
opposed.” 

The statement was drafted by members of 
the United Church of Central Africa, the 
Anglican Church and the American Metho- 
dist Episcopalian Church, Reuter reported. 


Extermination graduates 


TPHE first US missile training school 

at Tucson, Arizona, has closed 
after the graduation of the last class 
receiving instruction on Thor inter- 
mediate range missiles, 


This was announced on December 30 by 
the Douglas Aircraft Company, which ran 
the school for the US Air Force’s Air 
Training Command. 


Since May, 1958, when the school 
opened, 1,863 officers and men of the 
USAF and RAF have received instruction 
there on Thors. 


Fall-out reaches Washington 


PRESIDENT EISENHOWER will 

discuss protection from _ radio- 
active fall-out with the Civil Defence 
Committee of the National Conference 
of Governors on January 25 in Wash- 
ington. 


The conference will consider ‘“ co-opera- 
tive steps which are available to Govern- 


ment—-federal, state and local—for the pro- 
tection of the American people from fall- 
out and other aspects of nuclear attack.” 


This was announced by White House 


spokesman Mr, Hagerty on January 3, 
Reuter reported from Augusta, Georgia, 


Southern justice 


A FEDERAL Grand Jury, at Biloxi, 

Mississippi, opened a fresh inves- 
tigation on January 4 into the lynch- 
ing of Mack Charles Parker, a Negro, 
which occurred at Poplarville, Missis- 
sippi, last April 25. 

The new inquiry was requested by the 
Justice Department after a local Grand Jury 
in Pearl River County had failed to return 
an indictment last November, 

A panel of 23 Mississippians (22 whites 
and 1 Negro) was chosen to decide whether 
any evidence warrants indictments for vio- 
lations of Mr, Parker's civil rights, 

Mack Parker was kidnapped from a local 
jail and shot while awaiting trial on a rape 
charge. 

The Commonwealth Prime Ministers meet 

in London on May 3, 


The Union of South Africa celebrates its 
jubilee this year. It was founded on 
May 31, 1910. 
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e e il 
In jal 
S a result of the non-violent action at 
Harrington intermediate-range ballistic 
missile base, the following 22 women and 
48 men were remanded in prison last Sat- 
urday evening until the court hearing at 


Northampton on Wednesday afternoon: 


Miss Mavis Alman; Mrs. Angela M. Aspinwall; 
Mrs. Doreen Bader; Miss Margaret E. Brant; Rose- 
mary Ann Cherry; Sylvia Cox; Katherine Duthie; 
Susan Leigh Escott; Barbara Gilbert; Mrs. Dorothy 
Glaister; Mrs. Sarah (Sally) Johnson. 


Mrs. Nancy W. Manning; Zeenia Mitchell; Miss 
Anne Rosina Munslow; Margaret Matilda O'Connell; 
Mrs. Damaris Parker-Rhodes; Miss Evelyn Popple- 
ton; Miss Mary Ringsleben; Mrs. Mildred Slater; 
Lydia Vulliamy Walker; Mrs. Phoebe Willetts; Mrs. 
Brigid (Biddy) Youngday. 

MEN 

Geoffrey Austin; Geoffrey Bevan: Anthony G. E. 
Blake; Jack Bowles; Peter Currull Brown; Paut 
Butcher; Chris Charman; Martin Lawrence Chinn; 
Ronald William Clarke; Neil Coburn; John Denni- 
thorne; Ian Dixon. 

John Driver; Colin Evans; David Fairbanks; 
William Glen; Alistair Graham; Robert Stark Gray; 
George Gregory; Robert D. Hinshelwood; Lawrence 
Hislam; Jeffrey Holden; Christopher Idle; Colin 
Johnson. 


David Jones; Chris Kershaw; Cyril King; Timothy 
Stuart Lander; M. Levine; David Lumsdaine; John 
Mayes; Bernard Miles; Dr. Jack Mongar; Carl 
Mulligan; Michael Nolan; Laurens Otter. 


Adam Parker-Rhodes; Lawrence Rayner; Roy 
Schama; Colin Shaw; Colin Smart; Thomas Harry 
Smith; S. W. T. Solly; John Spring; Alan Temple- 
man; John Thelwall; Liam Wallace; Norman Worm- 
leighton. 


Darmaris Parker-Rhodes reported from 
Birmingham prison on Sunday that she got 
to bed at 4.30 a.m. and rose two hours 
later, ‘We were very well treated by the 
police at all stages,” she added. 


The following seven people accepted bail 
on Saturday evening and were due to 
appear in court on Wednesday: 

Mrs. Margaret Bowles; Miss Wendy Butlin; Ruben 
Charles Holland; Mrs. Tatiana Manouilow; Hugo 
Moll; Christopher Sandford; Mrs. Mary Sandford. 


All the above lists were supplied by the 
Direct Action Committee Against Nuclear 
War (the organisers of the protest) as a 
result of their investigations on Monday in 
Birmingham, Leicester and Bedford prisons. 


This accounts for 77 people arrested. It 
is thought, however, that 80 people actually 
appeared in court last Saturday evening 
and a further two may have accepted police 
bail before then. 

The following six original members of 
the Direct Action Committee were jailed 
for two months on December 15: 

Miss Pat Arrowsmith; Hugh Brock; Miss April 
Carter; Mrs. Frances Edwards; J. Allen Skinner; 
Will Warren. 


They are expected to be released from 
Holloway (women) and Brixton prisons on 
Saturday morning, February 13. 


Gandhi has the last word 


“Up to the year 1906, J simply relied on 
appeal to reason. I was a very industrious 
reformer. I was a good draftsman, as I 
always had a close grip on facts which in 
its turn was the necessary result of my 
meticulous regard for truth. But I found 
that reason failed to produce an impression 
when the critical moment arrived in South 
Africa. My people were excited; even a 
worm will and does sometimes turn—and 
there was talk of wreaking vengeance. I 
had then to choose between allving myself 
to violence or finding out some other 
method of meeting the crisis and stopping 
the rot, and it came to me that we should 
refuse to obey legislation that was degrad- 
ing and let them put us in jail if they liked. 
Thus came into being the moral equivalent 
of war.’ 

* 

“Tf feel that fundamentally the disease is 
the same in Europe as it is in India, in 
spite of the fact that in the former the 
people enjoy political self-government. . . 
The same remedy is, therefore, likely to be 
applicable. . . . It seem to me, therefore, 
that sooner or later, the European masses 
will have to tuke to non-violence if they are 
to find their deliverance.” 

—Gandhi, “ All Men are Brothers,” Unesco. 


ROBERT O. MENNELL 
WE very much regret to learn of the 
death last Friday of Robert O. Men- 
nell, British Quaker and active war-resister 
since his imprisonment in World War I. 
Peace News hopes to publish at a later 
date an appreciation of his Efe, 
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AFTER HARRINGTON 


By Geoffrey Carnall 


IN the pub by the market-place at Rothwell last Saturday, a local expert 
was teaching some anti-rocket-base demonstrators how to play skittles. 
Outside, an elderly ex-policeman assured me that there was no hostility locally 


to the Direct Action demonstration. 


Apparently there wasn’t. Our two- 


minute silence went off undisturbed. The nearest to a counter-demonstration 
I came across was a group of perplexed bullocks in a field by the road to 
Harrington, who lowed at us balefully as we passed in procession to the 


rocket base, 


If, as I suspect, most of the locals re- 
garded us much as they might have re- 
garded a rally of Jehovah's Witnesses, they 
were a bit behind the times. As The 
Guardian very handsomely acknowledged 
last Saturday, the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament has helped to make disarma- 
ment respectable. It has mobilised con- 
sciences and pricked apathy. It has shown 
that “an important section of the British 
people refuses to take nuclear weapons for 
granted; and insists that some way must 
be found to get rid of them.” 


Not ‘intellectual’ ? 


The Guardian thinks, however, that the 
CND’s intellectual record is not so impres- 
sive. Unconditional unilateral disarmament 
has a strong emotional appeal, but there is 
real weight in the objections which are 
raised by those responsible for national 
policy. Will such disarmament bring 
general disarmament nearer? Or will it 
only make France (for example) more eager 
to have her own nuclear weapons ? Would 
NATO break up, and if so what would be 
the further consequences ? The isolation of 
Britain, and the development of a new 
alliance between the US and the European 
Community of the six Common Market 
countries ? 


Obviously these are questions which 
diplomats have constantly to bear in mind. 
Those of us who are not diplomats will do 
well to take them into account, But diplo- 
macy, political calculation, is not the only 
thing. As St, Paul put it, there are diver- 
sities of gifts. In working for general dis- 
armament, the Irish delegation at the UN 
have been playing their cards with great 
skill, What the CND has been trying to do 
is give the Irish delegation a better hand to 
play. 


Underneath all the political discussions 
of disarmament there is a moral issue. 
Nearly everyone is dismayed at the spread 
of nuclear weapons. Even the Belfast 
Newsletter disapproves of the French atomic 
bomb, But what has up till now been the 
usual reaction? “We know that nuclear 
weapons are suicidal, But if other people 
have them, so must we.” There is no way 
out of this panic descent into final disaster 
except by a decision to accept a risk—the 
risk of not having weapons as powerful as 
one’s neighbours’, 


Fortunately, mutual confidence is infec- 
tious as well as panic, It is clear that if 
Britain showed that it was prepared to risk 
a decision on disarmament, the Swedes 
would not go ahead with their plans to 


become a nuclear power; and Sweden would 
certainly not be the only country to act in 
this way, But the initial decision is essen- 
tial. 


The trouble with the official Labour 
“non-nuclear club” idea was that it evaded 
this, It had too many escape-clauses, Mr. 
Khrushchev has a shrewder notion of how 
to manage such things—and I can say this 
on the authority of the Daily Mail Diplo- 
matic Correspondent. The British Govern- 
ment, he reported last Monday, are aware 
that Mr. Khrushchev “has again seized the 
initiative by his New Year hint at a go-it- 
alone reduction of Soviet armed forces” 
(my italics). 


Work for a general agreement by any 
means available, of course. But an agree- 
ment is more likely if you show that you 
mean to go ahead anyhow. The great 
achievement of the CND is that it has 
nerved more and more people to press the 
Government into decisive action on this 
issue. 


Just a simple ‘No’ 


As the CND column trudged past the 
Direct Action volunteers and the police at 
Harrington rocket base, the confrontation 
seemed the more massive for being inartic- 
ulate. The banners with their slogans were 
quite unimportant, except to the extent that 
they showed who was protesting and who 
wasn’t. The Guardian was quite right. This 
wasn’t an intellectual occasion, It was a 
simple “No,” regardless of consequent 
difficulties. We shall need all the intel- 
lectual effort we can summon up to sort 
out the difficulties. But until the “No “ 
has been firmly said, the effort will hardly 
seem worth making. 


TNEVITABLY, and rightly, the 
Coast to Coast Youth March has 
seemed fairly small news beside the 
Direct Action protest. 


Nevertheless, it received a lot of local 
publicity and, in the earlier stages, a fair 
amount of national attention. It was an 
impressive demonstration in its own 
right: starting from Liverpool on Boxing 
Day, it went on for over a week, in- 
cluding some days of relentless rain, and 
covered 132 miles. 


The numbers averaged about 80, not drop- 
ping below 60 except for the first two 
days, and rising to well above 100 
through Bolton and Leeds. Even on the 
wet Tuesday which took the march across 
the Pennines from Rochdale to Halifax, 
there were never less than 60 marchers. 
On the East-West march last year, the 
comparable “hard core’? numbered less 
than a dozen. 


PRESS RESPONSE 


Local newspapers carried news stories on 
the march, as well as pictures (chiefly of 
marchers’ feet) and even editorials, For 
the most part, they seemed unable to 
come to grips with the issues posed by 
the march, and reported incidental 
details—like the blanket incident at Hali- 
fax. They showed signs of an obsession 
with the marchers’ appearance—one 
paper spoke of “the teenage parapher- 
nalia of the ‘fifties; in general, their 
political comment was restricted to the 
self-contradictory “nobody will take any 
notice of this bunch of cranks.” 


Local people reacted in a very different 
way. True, there was the woman in 
Bradford who said: “Don’t know what 
work is, half of them,” and the odd lorry 
driver who shouted “Yer barmy” or 
“Get off the bleeding road”; and for 
every one of these there were 20 people 
who just stood and looked. 


But there were countless small instances of 
goodwill as well. For a start, hundreds 
of people who put money in collecting 
boxes; one collector reported at Ponte- 
fract that he had 49s. in his box alone. 


Then there were all the people we met who 


From ROD PRINCE 


wanted to know more about the march, 
what it was for, and how far we’d come. 
There were gifts to marchers: a bunch 
of bananas here, a round of whiskies in 
Bradford, a handful of cigars in Ponte- 
fract, somewhere else a box of choco- 
lates as a collective present to the whole 
march. 


All this generosity was evidence of a store 
of goodwill for the Campaign; as some- 
one said to us in the Pontefract pub 
where we saw in the New Year, “ Re- 
member Pontefract folk; and don’t forget 
there’s some who would have come with 
you, if they didn’t have families to look 
after.” 


Not all the goodwill was as conscious as 
this. No doubt, many people just felt 
sympathy for the marchers because they 
were marching and looked hungry, 
thirsty or tired. 


But this sort of human sympathy (apart 
from being immensely encouraging in an 
age of cruelty and violence) is often the 
first step to thinking about the reason 
for the march. And this is what we set 
out to do: to get people to think. 


The same sort of process was going on 
within the march itself. The march was 
small enough for people to get to know 
each other, and long discussions took 
place in which marchers explored each 
others’ outlook and experience. The 
politics of the Bomb, deep theoretical 
politics and brute facts of empirical 
politics, the difference between North and 
South, careers, vegetarianism, the wicked- 
ness or otherwise of Albert Schweitzer— 
a great range of subjects came up. 


SENSE OF SOLIDARITY 


There was a sense of solidarity which tends 
not to be found in the larger, Aldermas- 
tonic marches, because a march of 90 
people is small enough to be self-govern- 
ing: this solidarity is founded on a sense 
of freedom bounded by self-imposed 
rather than externally-imposed discipline. 

The march was very efficiently organised, 
but not over-organised: there was room 
for discussion about stopping places, and 


. Summing up on the Coast to Coast March 


who was going to sleep where. A cer- 
tain overt irreverence towards the Chief 
Marshal was based on real respect for 
the difficulty of his job and the amount 
of hard work which he put in. 


We are out to ban the Bomb; but we have 
to keep on living despite it. The Coast 
to Coast March was valuable in bringing 
the message of nuclear disarmament in 
front of many people in Lancashire and 
Yorkshire; it was also valuable in creat- 
ing a community of feeling and living 
among the marchers, which made the 
march seem a good way to live. 


PPU RELIGION 
COMMISSION 


We are now meeting at 
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Brize Norton sS of 


MPHE work done by the Oxford (and, dare 
2 I say it, the Oxford University ?) 
organisers of the Brize Norton March to 
make the event such a success was admir- 
able. 

Much more must now be done by the 
Campaign to focus the attention of the 
British people on the invasion of our 
country by this Belsen-like genocidal unit. 
To use a Marylebone Court phrase, the in- 
vaders must be arraigned before the public 
and charged with incitement to cause an 
international breach of the peace, 

It should be possible to organise a week’s 
intensive campaign in the summer (Bank 
Holiday Week ?) with all the force of a 
Nuclear Disarmament Week concentrated 
on this base. The perimeter could be sur- 
rounded with campers, caravanners and 
campaigners accommodated in _ nearby 
towns and villages, not only carrying out 
meetings and a vigil which could not be 
ignored by those inside the barbed wire but 
also carrying the campaign in a radiating 
way into the surrounding countryside to 
force into public knowledge the facts that 
some newspapers will still not publish— 
that this is the base from which American 
H-bombers are carrying their deadly load 
above our country. 

If there are individuals and groups who 
feel they could give all their energies to 
this scheme for a week, I should be grate- 
ful if they would let me know, so that the 
support which might be forthcoming can 
be gauged.—AUSTIN UNDERWOOD, 4, 
Earls Road, Amesbury, Wilts, 


War films 

WISH there were evidence for Rod 

Prince’s claim (PN, Dec. 4) that ‘‘ The 
War Film seems at last to have gone out 
of fashion.” On the contrary we had in 
the West-End last month “Epic Hero and 
the Beast,” “We Die Alone,” ‘‘ Solomon 
and Sheba,” ‘“ Babette Goes to War,” “ The 
Horse Soldiers,” and “ Five Gates to Hell,” 
which either justify war, whether by Rus- 
sians, Norwegians, Jews, Americans or 
French, men and women, or accept it as 
the only method of resistance or the only 
way to settle international quarrels. On the 


other hand, pacifism whether in “ Five 
Gates to Hell” or in “ Vicious Circle” is 
equated with cowardice and even a nun is 
justified (in “‘ The Nun’s Story ”) in joining 
the French Resistance Movement or (in 
“ Five Gates to Hell”) in using a tommy- 
gun. 


Recently appearing locally were 
“Thunder in the Sun” (guerrilla war- 
fare by the Basques), “John Paul Jones” 
(to glorify the US Navy with its record of 
“heroism and victory’), and “ North West 
Frontier,” with ‘“ Squadron Leader More” 
(whom Mr, Prince finds “ hard to remem- 
ber’) back as Captain Scott of the British 
Army fighting the wicked rebellious Moslem 
tribes. Don’t let us fool ourselves or those 
who don’t often visit cinemas: the advent 
once in a few years of a “ Paths of Glory” 
does not alter the fact that the cinema is 
consistently justifying war—RONALD S. 
MALLONE, 141 Woolacombe Rd., London, 
S.E.3. 


Rhodesian jails 


A. REPORT such as that printed under 
the heading “ Brutality in Rhodesian 
Jail” in your issue of November 20 can 
only do harm to the cause of the detainces 
themselves in as much as it is provocative 
and exaggerated. Liberals here who have 
the interests of detainees genuinely at heart 
would probably agree that Basil Delaine 
should confine himself to writing about 
conditions in South Africa where he is 
stationed and where he may be in a posi- 
tion to check the accuracy of the news he 
passes on. 


As to his report about Khami Prison in 
Bulawayo, S. Rhodesia, the facts are that 
there are now no longer any detainees 
housed there. The disposition of the de- 
tainces for the past two months has been 
as follows : 

Selukwe Prison: six top leaders of 
the S. Rhodesia African National Con- 
gress. 

Marandellas Prison: approx. 30 
SRANC plus 100 Nyasaland ANC. 

Gokwe (Restricted Area) : approx. 50 
SRANC, 

Selukwe Prison is extremely small, and 
the main complaints centre around this lack 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


of space, but it is understood that the Gov- 
ernment is planning shortly to improve the 
conditions under which these men are being 
detained. 

Conditions at Gokwe give most cause for 
anxiety. Here the men are “ restrictees ” 
who are not imprisoned but are restricted 
to a certain area where each is allotted a 
few acres to enable him to produce food 
for his family and himself. The Detainees 
Welfare Fund Committee has not yet been 
allowed access to this area and so first- 
hand information is not available. Indica- 
tions are however that the men there are 
far from happy, but beyond that it would 
be unwise to comment as the picture is not 
yet clear. 

It is hoped that the Editor will be able 
to publish this letter as it should serve to 
correct a false impression. At the same 
time, it is not intended to condone in any 
way the action of the Territorial Govern- 
ments involved, in keeping these men in 
detention without trial for a period which 
is now approaching ten months.—STAN- 
LEY MOORE, 15 Dale Road, P.O, Marl- 
borough, Salisbury, S. Rhodesia. 


Basil Delaine writes : 


Stanley Moore should know better than 
to accuse me of filing news before check- 
ing the facts. The facts in this case were 
as I wrote them. My informant was a 
detaince who himself was in Khami Prison 
and who kept me in touch with events in- 
side the jail by smuggling out letters 
written on toilet paper. The complaints he 
made I later confirmed through an author- 
itative source. 

I am aware that detainees have now been 
moved from Khami. But unfortunately, 
and inadvertently, there was an abnorm- 
ally long time lag between when I received 
my last communication from Khami and 
the publishing of the article referred to by 
Stanley Moore. As for his criticism of a 
journalist stationed in South Africa writing 
about events in the Federation, I would 
remind him that I was based in the Federa- 
tion for three years, and while in Johannes- 
burg last February was assigned to cover 
the Nyasaland riots and mass arrests in 
Southern Fhodesia. 

In any event, I would never dream of 
being so presumptuous as to try and advise 
Stanley Moore on banking procedure ! 


Ex-chief Luthuli 


Myr I correct an error in Basil Delaine’s 

otherwise excellent “South African 
Commentary,” published in your issue of 
September 25 ? 

Ex-Chief Albert Luthuli was not ban- 
ished. He was banned, on the obviously 
absurd grounds that he had been “ promot- 
ing feelings of hostility” between Euro- 
peans and non-Europeans, and ‘“ furthering 
the achievement of any of the objects of 
Communism.” The ban forbids his attend- 
ing meetings in the Union and South-West 
Africa for five years, or leaving his home 
district in Natal, 

Mr. Luthuli is certainly a very fine and 
able man and a man of peace, but I doubt 
whether Mr. Delaine is correct in calling 
him ‘the most able and moderate African 
leader the country has ever had.” Pro- 
fessor D, T, Jabavu, who died a short time 
ago, was probably for many years the most 
outstanding African leader, A pioneer of 
African education, a writer and musician, 
he also worked for inter-racial friendship 
and co-operation, and like Mr, Luthuli, was 
a prominent and valued member of the 
Institute of Race Relations —-MARJORIE 
FLEMING, 4 Barry Road, Wembley, 
Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, 

Basil Delaine writes: 

Marjorie Fleming is splitting hairs when 
she says Chicf Luthuli was not banished 
but banned. He was in fact banished to 
his home district in Natal while on a tour 
of the Transvaal. It naturally follows that 
he is banned from attending rneetings inside 
or outside the Union. 

On the point as to whether Luthuli or 
the late Professor Jabavu is “ the most able 
and moderate African leader the country 
has ever had,” I still favour Luthuli. How- 
ever, I respect Marjorie Fleming’s opinion 
that Jabavu “was probably for many years 


the most outstanding African leader.” A 
depressing thought is that Luthuli is re- 
garded by many intelligent Africans as 
being too much of a gentleman to be 
effective in the Union today. 


Hopes for peace 


JXXTEND my best Christmas greetings to 

the readers of Peace News with my 
sincere wishes that they spend joyfully the 
day of Christ’s nativity, and keep this joy 
afterwards, sharing it with all people. May 
its warmth increase the well-being of men 
and strengthen their fraternity which is 
needed always and especially in our time. 


The fruits of human labour multiply, 
material achievements emerge in all fields, 
means and possibilities of communications 
grow with unprecendented speed, people 
get closer to each other territorially, mutual 
interests blend and various contacts be- 
tween countries and nations broaden. All 
this allows hopes for a further increase of 
good, useful things and for the strengthen- 
ing of peace in the whole world. 

We value highly the yearning of the 
churches and pcople of Britain for the 
peace which promotes the well-being of 
both our nations as well as all nations of 
the world. In these yule days let us pre- 
serve peace brought on earth by Jesus 
Christ-—-NICHOLAS, Metropolitan of 
Krutitsky and Kolomna, Moscow, Russia. 


We regret this telegram arrived too late 


for publication in our Christmas number. 
—[Ep.] 


“ Nationalism ... is the most powerful 
force at work in Africa today, in the towns 
and in the villages, among the young and 
the old, the university graduate and the 
illiterate peasant. It is for this reason that 
no commission of enquiry has any hope of 
understanding the real feelings of the Afri- 
can people so !ong as they are forbidden 
to hold meetings and consult with their 
leaders freely, as is the case under present 
emergency conditions.” -— Guy __Clutton- 
Brock, in a letter to The Times, December 
19. 
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TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per word, min. 
2s. 6d. (Box Na. 1s. extra), Please don't send stamps 
in payment, except for odd pence. Address Box No. 
replies: Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., London, N.1. 


ACCOMMODATION 


HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and jolly good 
food for visitors and permanent guests. CANonbury 
1340. Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton Pk., London, 
N.5. 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


A VEGETARIAN GUEST HOUSE in the heart 
of the Lake District. Rothay Bank, Grasmere, 
Westmorland, offers comfortable rooms and expertly 
planned meals, attention to those requiring rest as 
well as facilities for walkers, climbers, motorists. 
Large garden with view of fells—Isabel James. 
Telephone: Grasmere 334. 

KESWICK.—Visit the Lake District for your 
holiday this year. Highfield Vegetarian Guest 
House, The Heads, cffers beautiful scenery, good 
food, comfort, friendly atmosphere. Write Mr. and 
Mrs. Lusby (V.C.A. Members). Tel. 508. 


PERSONAL 


ASSISTANCE needed in flatlet house. Bed-sitter 
10s. only, exchange a little help including sitting in 
for ‘phone 2—3 evenings a week. FRE 2183. _ 

AVAILABLE for immediate use, film of Harring- 
ton Rocket Site Demonstration. Send for details to 
Nuclear Disarmament Newsreel Cttee., 154 Corbyn 
St.. N.4. 

ESPERANTISTOSI ! Sernu pri socialista_ kon- 
struado en Cinio, pere de: ‘‘ El Popola Cinio 
dumonata kultura Gazeto, bele ilustrita, nur 5s. 
jare Peranto: F. ino F. Paraige, 10 Woronzow Rd., 
London, N.W.8. 

FAMILY PLANNING requisites by post any- 
where. Booklet and price list free under plain 
cover. Premier Laboratories (Box 50), 333 Gray's 
Inn Road, W.C.1. ' 

GENUINE INTRODUCTIONS, friendship or 
marriage, all ages. V.C.C., 34 Honeywell, London, 

1. 


IF YOU SHOP at a Co-op please give this number 
when making your next purchase: 1336943. Your 
dividend will then be gratefully received by the 
Secretary, Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd,.London, N1. 


INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. Clause 83 of the 
International Sanitary Regulations allows objectors 
to vaccination to enter other countries without vac- 
cination certificates. Further information from 
National Anti-Vaccination League, 2nd Floor, 26/28 
Warwick Way, London, S.W.1. 

SPEAKING AND WRITING lessons (correspond- 
ence, visit) 5s. Dorothy Matthews, BA, 32 Prim- 
rose Hill Road, London, N.W.3. PRImrose 5686. 

WAR RESISTERS' INTERNATIONAL welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged air mail 
covers. Please send to WRI, 88 Park Av., Enfield, 
Middlesex. 

BUSINESS AND FINANCE 


MOTOR INSURANCE for Total Abstainers—Low 
Premiums—Cumulative No-Claim Bonus. 20% One 
Year to 50% Four Years (transferable from other 
Companies). For Details and Free Advice on all 
Insurance Matters—A. M. Pay & Co., Insurance 
Brokers, 45, Bulwer Road, Leytonstone, E.11. LEY 

1 


UNDEVELOPED Licensed Caravan Park/Guest 
House. Great possibilities on A.39. Mortgage to 
suitable purchaser. Price fully furnished £7,650. 
Grange, Kentisbury, Nr. Barnstaple, N. Devon. 

LITERATURE 

CONTACTI—a South African Liberal fortnightly 
with inside news of the struggle against apartheid 
and colonialism 6 months I2s., 12 months £1 
3s. 6d. Box 1979, Cape Town, South Africa. 

FREE INTRODUCTION. Send us the names and 
addresses of friends likely to be interested in Peace 
News. They will receive complimentary copies and 
an invitation to take eight weeks’ trial subscription 
for 2s. 6d. Peace News, 5 Caledonian Road, 
London, N.!. 

QUAKERISM. Information and_ literature res- 
pecting the Faith and Practice of the Religious 
Society of Friends, free on application to Friends 
Home Service Cttee., Friends House, Euston Road, 
London, N.W.1. 

* SARVODAYA "monthly magazine of the 
Bhoodan Movement in India may be obtained from 
Housmans Bookshop, 5 Caledonian Road, London, 
N.1, at 12s. yearly, or 1s. (post 2d.) each issue. 

THE RAILWAY REVIEW. The only and best 
informed TU newspaper. Trade Union and _ politi- 
cat news. Railway problems and working condi- 
tions featured in every issue. Every Friday. 12 
pages. 

FOR SALE 


SPECIAL OFFER. BANK TYPING paper (white 
quarto). I ream 7s. 6d., 6 reams for 37s. 6d., post 
free. Special price for larger quaniities. Order all 
your stationery from Housmans (Peace News Ltd), 
5 Caledonian Road, London, N.1. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


PEACE NEWS OFFICE is open up to 9 p.m. 
every Wednesday evening for the sale of books and 
stationery, and for voluntary help with the despatch 
of Peace News. Visitors welcomed (Mon. to Fri. 
8.30 am. te 5.30 p.m.), 5 Caledonian Rd., London, 
N.I. 


The London New Left Club is the new 


name of the Universities and Left Review 
Club, This change follows the amalga- 
mation of the old Club’s Review and the 
New Reasoner into the bi-monthly New 
Left Review. 
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C. A. BROCK & Co. 


LIMITED 
79 Southern Row, London, W.10 


PEACE NEWS, January 8, 1960—7 


Africa’s freedom panorama 


OST of us relaxed until the New Year, but the freedom movement never 


pauses. 


The river has become a delta with a hundred tributaries racing 


to the sea. Let us take a panoramic view. 


CENTRAL AFRICA 


I'm sorry for Sir Charles Arden-Clarke. 
He was a good Governor of the Gold 
Coast. Now he is a substitute member of 
the still-born Commission on the disinte- 
grating Federation. His fellow substitutes, 
Lord Shawcross and Mr, Aidan Crawley, 
command little political respect, whatever 
their qualities in other spheres, They’ve 
been selected because for a time they be- 


Working Party is starting to 
gather material for the independent mission 
which one hopes will follow the official 
Commission to Central Africa, It would 
have no inhibiting terms of reference, 


THE 1960 QUEUE 


The Independence Queue lengthens. 
Three French Colonies have joined the line 
—Mali Federation, Dahomey and Mada- 
gascar. Mali links West Africa with the 
northern desert, Dahomey is a near neigh- 
hour of Ghana on the coast. Madagascar 
is an island, larger than France itself, to the 
south-east of Africa. 

These three territories will remain asso- 
ciated with France, but with looser links 
than the French Community, Their inde- 
pendent Governments will sign treaties with 
Paris on foreign affairs, defence and trade. 

How quickly we move! Five years ago, 
when I was in Madagascar, it was a Police 
State, Two detectives accompanied me 
whenever [I visited Malagasy leaders, 


BELGIAN CONGO TOO 


The African leaders in the Belgian Congo 
have made it clear to the visiting Belgian 
King that they want independence this year. 
There has been a dispute between regional 
movements, some of which wanted to 
divide the Congo into independent States, 
but at a joint Conference agreement has 
been reached on the basis of a federation 
of six autonomous Republics, each with its 
Legislature, to be known as “The Union 
of Central African Republics.” A round 
table conference is to be held with repre- 
sentatives of the Belgian Parliament, and 
it is not impossible that 1960 will become 
Congo's Independence Year, 

To the east, in the interior, tribal loyal- 
ties persist, and it will not be easy to estab- 
lish democracy and unity. But in similar 
circumstances, this has been achieved in 
Northern Nigeria, and if the Congolese 
leaders are as wise in handling the problem 
as the leaders of Southern Nigeria the 
Congo Federation should survive its birth 
pangs, 

Two great independent Federations in 
West and Middle Africa! One’s mind reels 
with the speed of African advance, 


A SHAMEFUL INDEPENDENCE 
The United Nations Secretary and repre- 


1. Send notices to arrive first post Monday. 


2. Include Date, TOWN, Time. Place (hall, street): 
nature of event; speakers, organisers (and secretary's 


address). 
Friday, January 8 

LONDON. W.8: 10.30 am. & 1.15 p.m. Town 
at High St. Local Tribunal for C.O.s Public 
adm. 

S. LEONARDS: 7.30 p.m. 
bermere Rd. 
Leonards CND. 

Sunday, January 10 
Hiltcrestfi Windmill Hill. 
Meeting. ¥ 

LONDON, N.1: 3.30 p.m. Peace News, 5 Cale- 
donian Rd., King’s Cross. Pacifist Universalist Ser- 
vice. ‘* Graalist Thinking.” Discourse : Alfred Hy 
Haffenden. PPU Religion Commission. 

LONDON, S.W.1: 3 p.m. Waterloo PI., Lower 
Regent St. Poster Pde. re French Tests. Contact 
Peggy Smith, FRE 2183. 

Monday, January 11. 

BIRMINGHAM: 8 p.m. 221 Vicarage Rd., Kings 
Heath. Mtg. Kings Heath & Cotteridge PPU 

Tuesday, January 12 

LONDON, N.W.3: 8 p.m. Congregational Church 
Hall, corner Lyndhurst Rd., Haverstock Hill, nr. 
Town Hall. Peace Forum. Panel: 
Sybil Morrison, Stuart Morris, Eric Tucker. Chair: 
Rev. W. Povey. Standing Joint Pacifist Cttee. 


By 
FENNER 
BROCKWAY 
MP 


sentatives of many Governments attended 
Independence Day in the French Came- 
roons, but they cannot have been happy 
about what they saw, 

When in Parliament I suggested that Mr. 
Profumo, the British representative, should 
urge an amnesty he seemed surprised. He 
will have understood the reason when he 
got to Yaounde and witnessed the scenes of 
violence. The Prime Minister who wel- 
comed him was not accompanied by any 
elected representatives for the simple reason 
that he has dissolved Parliament and is 
ruling as a dictator, He has been hanging 
captured rebels in public, 

All africa is. shamed by these events. 
Both sides in this deplorable civil war 
should call for a Cease Fire and arrange 
an armistice on the basis of free elections. 


NYERERE AND MBOYA 


The two most influential leaders in East 
Africa—Julius Nyerere of Tanganyika and 
Tom Mboya of Kenya—have been confer- 
ring at Dar-es-Salaam, a meeting which 
may prove historic, Tanganyika is now 
hopefully progressing to self-government 
and independence, Kenya is critically 
poised between hope and fear, 

Mboya says he is ready for Kenya to 
have a transitional period of internal self- 
government similar to that promised to 
Tanganyika next year, including minority 
representation for Europeans, Asians and 
Arabs, 

if the British Government and the Kenya 
European representatives at the coming 
constitutional conference accept this reason- 
able offer, hope will be in the ascendant. 
The doubt is whether official circles in 
either London or Nairobi have yet adj#ted 
themselves to the new tempo of African 
advance, 


UGANDA STEPS FORWARD 


A third East African territory, Uganda, 
like Tanganyika, is reaching the last stage 
before independence. Its constitutional 
committee of 16, of whom 1! are Africans, 
recommends that early next year elections 
on the basis of universal adult suffrage 
should be held to appoint 76 members of 
the Legislature. There will be three nomi- 
nated official members, the Chief Secretary, 
Attorney General and Finance Minister. 

The elections will be on a common roll 
without any special representation of the 
Asian and European communities. Reject- 


MANCHESTER: 7.30 p.m. 36 Coleridge Rd., 
Old Trafford. Tape recording of Stuart Morris. 
PPU, 

SOUTHAMPTON : 7.30 p.m. 4 Kings Pk. Rd. 
AGM, “Practical Peace making in 1960’: Robert 
Hockley. PPU. 


Wednesday, January 13 
ST. LEONARDS-ON-SEA: 7 p.m. sharp 78A 
Norman Rd. ‘‘ Resist not Evil’’: Stuart Morris. 
PPU. 
LONDON, S.W.11: 7.45 p.m. Plough Rd. Baths. 


Conference of trade unionists, ‘‘ The H-bomb and 
you.’’ Peter Duncan, Ernie Roberts. CND. 


Thursday, January 14. 
LONDON, E.11: 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Bush 
pris Mtg. ‘‘ War on Hire Purchase ’': Bill Gotch. 
PPU. 


Friday, January 15 

BRISTOL: 7 p.m. 58 Archfield Rd., Cotham. 

Publicity Preparation, etc. PPU. 
Saturday, January 16 

IPSWICH: 2.45 p.m. 27 The Avenue, Trimley 
St. Mary. Mtg. Speaker: Mr. G. Rattenbury. 
Felixstowe PPU. 

LIVERPOOL: 3 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Hunter 
St. AGM of North-West Area PPU, 

: Monday, January 18 

BRISTOL: 7.30 p.m. Grand Hotel, Broad St., 1. 
Public Mtg. ‘“Speaking Peace in the USA": 
Hilda von Klenze. PPU. 

LONDON, S.W.1: 10.30 am. & 1.15 p.m. Ebury 
Bridge Ho., Ebury Bridge Rd. Appellate Tribunal 
for COs, Public Adm. 

LONDON, W.C.1: 6 p.m. 6 Endsleigh St. Group 
Business Mtg.. AGM nominations, motions. Re- 
freshments. Central London PPU. 


ing the idea of privileges for the immigrant 
minorities, the Committee says that, if ia- 
troduced, they would harm the relationship 
between the races and would not in prac- 
tice safeguard their position. 

Relations between Africans and Asians 
in Uganda have not always been good. It 
is noteworthy that the Asians themselves 
have not claimed monirity privileges, This 
should help to encourage co-operation. The 
Europeans are so small in numbers that ne 
one has suggested saparate representation. 

The leaders of the African national move- 
ments have welcomed the recommendations, 
but there is opposition in the Buganda 
region, headed by the Kabaka, where auto- 
nomy is claimed. The Kabaka, who is vir- 
tually a King, represents a_ reactionary 
aristocratic tradition, but a solution may be 
found on a federal basis, The Committee 
suggests that this should be considered after 
the election of the Legislature. There is a 
danger, however, that Buganda will boy- 
cott the election, 


MALTA’S CHALLENGE 


Our panoramic survey must extend to the 
Maltese islands, shining white in the blue 
Mediterranean. I’ve been looking at the 
Malta Labour Party's paper, the “ Voice of 
Malta.” Across its middle pages there is a 
photograph of the independence demonstra- 
tion at Valletta, which, proportionately to 
population, must surely have been one of 
the largest meetings ever held in any 
country in the world, There are only 
330,000 people in Malta, The crowd must 
have approached 100,000. 

Dom Mintoff, the Maltese leader, reports 
that as Mr. Macleod, the British Colonial 
Secretary, left the island, Admiral-Governor 
Grantham said to him: “Do not worry. 
We can hold out indefinitely.” Dom re- 
ports that the British Government has told 
the NATO Powers: “We can guarantee 
the safe use of Malta as a base for as long 
as you please.” 

Idle words, This year 1960 will prove 
that no power can keep a brave and united 
people in subjection, 


THE DUKE’S FILM 


I have just seen “Commonwealth 
Journey,” recording the Duke of Edin- 
burgh’s tour, If this is all the Duke was 
shown he has not seen the countries he 
visited, There is not a suggestion of the 
poverty of India, We see nothing of the 
appalling roof-crowded slums of Hong 
Kong; indeed, we are assured that social 
services are advancing with the population. 
We are told that Britain exploded the first 
H-bomb on Christmas Island, as a matter 
of pride rather than of shame. West Indias 
Islands are blessed with the visits of 
American millionaires, who bring dollars 
(even if they do practise the colour bar). 
We are given the impression that Britain 
has been a kindly godfather everywhere. 
Well, we have done good things in many 
countries, but I should like to meet a 
schoolchild of over twelve who accepts this 
fairy tale. 


Copyright in India and Africa reserved to 
author. 


Wednesday, January 20 
LONDON, N.9: 8 p.m. Congregational Church 
Hall, Fore St. Simon Zukas (MCF) speaking om 
Africa. PPU. 
Thursday, January 21 
ALTON: 7.45 p.m. ‘' Hillcrest,’* Windmill Hill. 
Group AGM. PPU. 
Saturday, January 23 
NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY: 10 a.m. ‘‘ Edu- 
cating for Peace '’’ Conference for Midlands Peace 
Organisations. Speakers: Dr, J. H. Fremlia, 
Francis Jude. Lectures, discussion, questions. De- 
tails: Martin Harvey, Pacifist Soc., University Pk., 
Nottingham. D. 


MITT TETI TT el 


Every week? 


SUNDAYS 


LONDON: 3.30 p.m. Speakers’ Corner, Hyde 
Pk., W.1. Sybil Morrison, Stuart Morris, Myrtle 
Solomon, Harry Marsh. PPU. 

SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 

LONDON: 72 Oakley Sq., N.W.1.  Week-end 
work camps take place whenever possible. Phone 
EUS 3195. Work for needy sections of the com- 
munity. IVS. 

TUESDAYS 

MANCHESTER: 1-2 p.m. Deaasgate Blitz Site 

Christian Pacifist open-air meeting. MPF 
WEDNESDAYS 

LONDON: 7 p.m., 5 Caledonian Rd., N.1. Pacifist 

Youth Action Group. 
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‘No U.S. H-tests’ 


OME 500 people crowded round 

the American Embassy in London 
on Sunday as a letter protesting at the 
decision of the U.S. Government not to 
renew the ban on nuclear tests was 
handed in, 


The letter, containing 42 signatures, was 
delivered by Canon L. John Collins, Chair- 
man of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarma- 
ment, and Dr. Donald Soper. 


It had earlier been approved by a large 
meeting in Hyde Park organised by the 
CND in sympathy with the Direct Action 
Committee's Harrington demonstration the 
previous day, 


Wrong men ‘inside’ 


At the meeting Mr. Ian Mikardo, former 
Labour MP for Reading, declared of the 
American bases in Britain: 


“The men who ought to be locked up 
this week-end are the Ministers who per- 
petrate this folly, and not the people who 
protest against it.” 


Mr. John Horner, Secretary of the Fire 
Brigades Union, emphasised that those 
jailed at Harrington were speaking for 
millions in Britain—‘ even for the TUC.” 
For the TUC had agreed 18 months ago 
that there should be no more work on 
rocket sites before a Summit Conference. 
What would the TUC say now that the 
bases were operational ? 


Other speakers at the meeting were 
Ritchie Calder and Ernie Roberts of the 
AEU. 


CHRISTIAN 
SOCIALISM 


Public Meeting 


at 

KINGSWAY HALL, W.C.2. 
Friday, January 22 

7.30 p.m. 


Chairman: 


Revd. Dr. Donald Soper 


Speakers: 


Tom Driberg, MP 
Revd. Stanley Evans 
Fr. John Groser 


Supported by 
Professor 


R. H. Tawney 


Tickets Is. each, from 


The Secretary 
Room 22, 
Kingway Hall, W.C.2. 


(or at door) 


CONFERENCE ON 
Saturday January 23, 
10.30 a.m. 


I5 


From_Christopher Farley 


WE got down to Wellingborough 

last Friday evening. It’s a pleasant 
town, and not even the policemen out- 
side the Friends’ Meeting House could 
spoil the sense of Northamptonshire 
beauty. 


Inside the Quakers’ building, however, it 
was strictly business as 50 people packed 
into the briefing meeting. Ian Dixon, the 
temporary secretary of the Direct Action 
Committee Against Nuclear War, was just 
starting to address the volunteers-—the men 
and women who were prepating for a 
major civil disobedience action the next day 
at the missile base a dozen or more miles 
away. 

It was a friendly, informal occasion with 
a few questions from journalists present, 
and Ian, a student in his mid-twenties, in- 
creasing his stature tremendously with the 
quiet and confident way he conducted the 
meeting. 


Despite the para-military blackboard map 
of the missile base there was never a trace 
of authoritarianism: 


“Now the Committee is suggesting 
that paying fines is tantamount to recog- 
nising the right of the Government to 
pursue its policies.” 

Saturday's final briefing meeting was 
packed right out with 110 people. By this 
time the demonstrators were much nearer 
their destination—at the Quakers’ Meeting 
House at Kettering to be exact, though 
many had to stand outside in the doorways. 


MESSAGES 


Next stop: Rothwell, and a crowded 
public meeting in the market place. Mes- 
sages of support were read from Lord 
Boyd-Orr, Bertrand Russell, Alex Comfort 
—and the original leaders of the Direct 
Action Committee already in jail. 


Strategy and principles were outlined by 
Tan Dixon and Cambridge Quaker Damaris 
Parker-Rhodes. Bob Luitweiler brought 
solidarity from the United States. Mrs. 
Diana Collins, wife of the chairman of the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, spoke 
of the Campaign’s role in the demonstra- 
tion. 

Finally came Austin Underwood, pulling 
no punches. Quite bluntly he said that the 
whole Campaign had to adopt civil dis- 
obedience or come to a standstill]. And 
that, from a member of the Campaign’s 
National Executive, was something. 


Cheers echoed round the old market 
square as the march started out the four 
miles to the Thor base at Harrington. 

First came the civil disobedience section: 
83 demonstrators who were prepared to be 
arrested for acting out the truth as ‘they 
saw it. Next, Direct Action’s supporters, 
192 of them, marching in a column 200 
yards behind. 


CONFUSION 


Then a column of 257 marchers from the 
Campaign—which docs not support illegal 
action “at the moment,” as Mrs. Collins 
put it. But even then some marchers man- 
aged to get confused, because in this third 
section were some of the demonstrators 
who were jailed at Swaffham 12 months 
ago! 

Behind everyone came a column of 38 
cars covered with the CND’'s distinctive 
yellow posters: 

“Fifteen minutes to annihilation. This 
is the meaning of Harrington and all 
rocket bases in Britain.” 

These demonstrators had come from as 
far away as Bolton, Southampton, North 
Manchester and Bournemouth. 

It was a good hour’s march, but so good 
is the Campaign’s record that the police 
only troubled to have one man on the front 
and back of each column. 

The front group reached its destination 


The demonstrators confront barbed wire and police outside the missile base. 


MINUTES TO 
ANNIHILATION 


Photo: Austin Underwood 


In the 


front row, bearded, is Colin Smart, former Peace News staffman. 


at 3.20 in the mild afternoon. Two of the 
police Top Brass stepped forward, They 
were simply obeying orders to protect the 
machinery of annihilation. One couldn’t 
help remembering that we hanged men for 
just that at Nuremburg less than 15 years 
ago. 


Superintendent Jardine of the Air Minis- 
try Constabulary had never had it so good. 
The Committee had informed him fully of 
all its pians. 


“YT must warn you,” he paused and 
smiled slightly, ‘‘ quietly and politely, I 
hope, that we do not intend to let you 
trespass on Air Ministry property on 
either side of this road.” 


The front row of the marchers—Dr. Jack 
Mongar, Ian Dixon and Damaris Parker 
Rhodes—reaffirmed the Committee’s inten- 
tions, then paused in silence for two 
minutes in the open countryside. 


The entrance to Air Ministry property 
was then packed by demonstrators standing 


four deep. Across the barbed wire they 
confronted the police. On the other side 
of the road the second group—Direct 
Action supporters—lined the route and held 


up their posters. 


The CND contingent, Ied by Canon 
Collins, then came past us, dipped their 
banners in salute, marched on to Lampton. 


Tents and baggage arrived next at 3.50. 
The plan was to camp on the roadside out- 
side the disused airfield around the missile 
site, but within a quarter of an hour arrests 
started and soon it was all over. 


Most of the demonstrators were taken in 
for obstructing the police, a few for ob- 
structing vehicles at the airfield entrance. 


Everyone was polite, the criminals were 
driven away, the day’s work was done. 
Only one or two supporters momentarily 
forgot themselves and booed the police. 

We hadn’t realised it: it was not only 
dark, it was turning very cold. Not a nice 
time for jail. Or missiles. 


. ..and Saturday’s court hearings 


IGHTY demonstrators—54 men 

and 26 women—appeared before 
the magistrate, Mr. J. T. H. Pettit, at 
a special court in Northampton last 
Saturday evening. 


The court’s purpose was to hear evidence 
of arrest and offer bail—an offer that only 
seven accepted, particularly since a condi- 
tion attached was not to return to the mis- 
sile base before the cases were heard. 


At first Mr. Pettit was at pains to per- 
suade those arrested to accept bail. I 
advise you to think carefully before re- 
fusing bail,” he told one group. “ You 
will eat well in prison, but [ have been 
visiting jails for a number of years and I 
do not think you will find it a pleasant 
experience.” 


“We realise that,’ Mrs. Nancy Manning, 
mother of two, replied in a clear voice. 
“ But there will be far greater hardship for 
millions if the H-bomb goes off.” 


Not secret now 


No attempt was made throughout the 
proceedings to conceal the name of the 
missile base—or indeed that it was such a 
site. Constable after constable referred in 
evidence to the “ Hartington rocket base.” 


This, along with press reports identifying 
the base, indicates success for the Direct 
Action Committec’s aim of exposing “ the 
whole paraphernalia of secrecy and secur- 
ity” surrounding British Thor bases. 


As the hearing drew to a close and one 
by one each of the demonstrators said “ No 


thank you” when asked if they accepted 
bail, the press gallery became obviously 
impressed. The two detectives in the well 
of the court Icoked more and more des- 
pondent as they thought of the numbers 
they would have to transport to jail. 


Typical of the younger of the demon- 
strators was Katherine Duthie, training to 
be an Art teacher, who smiled at the Magis- 
trate and said, “Thank you very much,” as 
she stepped down from the box on her way 
to prison. 


All the demonstrators were due to appear 
in court at Northampton on Wednesday 
afternoon as Peace News went to press. 


SOLIDARITY 


HE following cable was received in 


London on Tuesday morning from 
Peacemakers, the American radical 
pacifist organisation : 


“ Greetings, congratulations, each Har- 
rington prisoner on_ valiant witness 
against building missiles. Power to you.” 


Several members of Peacemakers have 
taken part in non-violent actions against 
war preparations in the United States. 


The address of The Peacemaker, the 
organ of the Peacemaker Movement, is: 
10208 Sylvan Avenue (Gano), Cincinnati 
41, Ohio, 
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